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ABSTRACT 

This study uses a qualitative research method to determine the understanding 

of the plot in the novel Harry Potter and The Philosopher's Stone – J, K 

Rowling (1997) for learning English. The data is analyzed using a qualitative 

approach by the researcher. Stone – J, K Rowling (1997) was used as a 

research instrument, the novel was understood to contain the plot, the plot 

became the focus of this research. The author concludes the novel of Harry 

Potter and as a sample The Philosopher's Stone – J, K Rowling (1997), 

Method of The writer uses a story line, so it can be concluded that the novel 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone – J, K Rowling (1997) can motivate 

us to learn English because of using this novel learning process be exciting 

stories, while the author's difficulty in understanding Harry Potter and The 

Philosopher's Stone – J, K Rowlin. plot  (1997) because the plot is very 

unpredictable, this novel tells about the adventures of a teenage wizard 

namely Harry Potter and his friends, Ronald Weasley and Hermione Granger. 

All of them are students at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. 

Harry will defeat the evil black wizard Lord Voldemort, whom his ambition 

becoming immortal, conquering the magic realm, take over non-magical 

people, and annihilate anyone who gets in his way, especially Harry Potter. 

 

Key words: Plots Novel; Harry Potter and The Philosopher's Stone – J, K 

Rowling (1997) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The importance of progress in reading has a significant impact on human life, 

especially in the field of education. Improving a person's reading quality is closely 

related to the positive impact. In understanding the surrounding conditions, 

therefore reading novels is a step to advance one's reading power, by understanding 

a plot makes a person fond of reading, 

 

The purpose of this writing is to provide a summary of the plot of the novel Harry 

Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, which aims to train someone to love reading 

with an exciting and tense plot. Here, the author wants to explain the novel plot 

entitled Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, the main character namely herry 

potter. Before, we discuss the plot of the novel Harry Potter and the Philosopher's 

Stone, the author wants to give some understanding about this novel, so that this 

article is more interesting and understandable, Since, published on June 30, 1997 
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the novel Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone in Indonesia, this series has 

received the award with the highest popularity of the novel. Almost every countries 

praised to this novel. not only praise but also some critics that is given is negative 

criticisize, especially because of the plot was a little scary, though there are critics 

who criticizes that harry potter teaches a fantasy world that is too excessive, so that 

many children have excessive fantasy, even if we examine the plot there are many 

benefits taken from this herry potter story, such as motivating all the children in the 

world to be serious in learning Herry potter as well, he is a novice wizard and knows 

little about witchcraft, the hard working of harry potter is a motivation for the 

children to get some knowledges.  

 

if we examine harry potter novel more deeply, we will have a fantasy genre plot  

with elements of mystery, romance, adventure and magic. Basically, this series has 

main references characteristics According to the author abnormal habit, Rowling, 

the main themes in this series are magic and cooperation, There are also other 

themes, such as courageous and strategy. 

 

When viewed from the whole book, this book itself tells about a young magician 

named Harry, who has two friends named Ronald Weasley and Hermione Granger, 

the students at the Hogwarts School of Magic. The plot of this novel tells us about 

Harry's efforts to defeat a very evil wizard king named Lord Voldemort, who has 

ambitions to become an eternal and immortal, and wants to master all knowledges 

in the wizarding world to rule the whole world, and does no doubt to kill all people 

who want to stop him including Harry and his two themes. This book which consists 

of 17 chapters, describes how much Harry seriously becoming a great wizard with 

a high determination to defeat Lord Voldemort. In case also many fans to make a 

motivation,  who are very vulnerable especially for the young people to the word 

"surrender" 

 

In this novel, there are many problems that occured, therefore Harry's journey itself 

is not easy. A lot of friends and several enemies at the Hogwarts School of 

Occultism or the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, who are pros and 

cons to Harry, because of  several enemies at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry  actually instead of support the evil wizard Valdemort and want to stop 

herry, to defeat the evil wizard Valdemort. On the other hand, there are also his 

friends at the Hoghwarts school of witchcraft who want to help herry to prevent the 

return of the evil wizard Voldemort. When viewed from the past plot, her goal of 

defeating Lord Voldemort caused of The evil wizard had killed Harry's parents and 

tried to kill Harry when he was only one year old. In fact, the character from the 

novel Harry Potter written by the author, Rowling, is a child who has no parents, 

who has a thin body and straight black hair. who always wears glasses, is described 

as j Also he is an innocent boy who doesn't know that he is a magician. In addition, 

Harry has an extraordinary natural ability to convince his friends with his speaking 

prowess, so many of his friends support him. 

 

In Rowling's story as a novelist with Harry as the main character, Rowling herself 
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came across the idea of Harry by chance, during a crowded train journey from 

Manchester to London In 1990, Rowling was right on a crowded train. While he 

was on the train journey, suddenly the idea of Harry "fell into his head" it was 

described by Rowling on her website. 

 

“I've been writing almost non-stop since I was six years old but I've never been so 

excited about an idea before. I just sat and thought, for four hours (waiting for the 

train cancelation), and all the details popped up in succession in my brain, and the 

skinny, black-haired, bespectacled boy who didn't realize that  he was a wizard 

becoming more and more real for me" 

 

The achievement in this series is the huge sales of around 450 million copies 

worldwide, and making it for the best-selling novel of all time. What's even more 

amazing is the novel adapted in 67 languages, then the next harry potter novel also 

received the best-selling award, In Indonesia. The first time this novel appeared was 

circulated by the Gramedia group with the publisher Gramedia Pustaka Utama. 

While the initial publishers were Bloomsbury in the United Kingdom and 

Scholastic Press in the United States.  

 

There are 67 other countries that participated in publishing this novel, one of them 

in the Asian region, namely Japan, got the highest popularity. With its high 

popularity, this novel was also paid attention by several directors who wanted to 

adapt it into a film. Finally this novel was made into a film produced by Warner 

Bros. Pictures into eight film series. Not only films, but also hery potter  became a 

popular merchandise trademark with a profit of $15 billion. Rowling became the 

richest writer in literary history. 

 

even according to the harry potter website, this harry potter theme was produced as 

a theme park for amusement parks such as The Wizarding World of Harry Potter in 

the Islands of Adventure, Universal Parks & Resorts and others, thus making harry 

potter a lot of fans around the world including Indonesia. Not satisfied with that, 

many fans want the author to continue the story until finally the author made a 

follow-up series. finally the author, Rowling, granted the request of fans around the 

world by publishing several novels. 

 

Each novel tells about one year of Harry's life, this novel is published every year 

from 1991-1998. The story of this novel also contains several flashbacks that have 

been passed to take lessons and make an idea  which aims to defeat the enemy, Lord 

Valdemort. 

 

The following is the background of the Harry Potter novel entitled harry potter and 

the Philosopher's Stone, from the background above we can understand some of the 

problems and benefits of this research 

 

Based on the background of the research above, the problems that can be identified 

are as follows: 1. What are the positive and negative impacts of the novel Harry 
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Potter and the Philosopher's Stone? 2. Is the plot of Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher's Stone useful for everyday life? 

 

Based on the identification of the problems above, not all problems will be limited 

considering the limitations of the author in terms of time, ability, effort, and cost. 

Thus the author limits the analysis of plots of the novel Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher's Stone – J.K. Rowling (1997)". 

 

Based on the background, identification, and problem limitations above, the 

formulation of the problem in this research can be in the form of: “How is the plot 

in the novel Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone? 2. What are the positive and 

negative impacts? 

 

The results of this study are expected to provide benefits, both theoretically and 

practically: 1. Theoretically, this research is expected to make a valuable 

contribution to develope English learning theory. In addition, the results of this 

research are also expected to increase knowledge and enrich scientific studies by 

providing scientific evidence about the effectiveness of the plot of the novel Harry 

Potter and the Philosopher's Stone ? 2. Practically, this research is divided into  

including: 

 

A. For the writer, by conducting this research, the writer hopes to obtain further 

information to identify the types of problems that exist in this novel. And, the writer 

will get new experience and knowledge for the future of his life. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Everyone must know novels, especially novels about harry potter, the herry potter 

novel itself has 8 series. The most famous is the first series novel of Harry Potter 

and the Philosopher's Stone – JK Rowling (1997). The author will discuss the plot 

story of this novel. The main reason for the author in writing this journal, there are 

a lot of enthusiasts reading this novel, especially because this novel is full of 

mystery, it is hoped that it can increase reading interest. 

 

To know the plot of a novel, it is important to know the two core elements in the 

novel that are inseparable, namely the intrinsic and extrinsic elements. According 

to Nurgiyantoro which is quoted by Ramzi (2009: 23) states that intrinsic elements 

are elements that directly build the story in a novel. It is the combination of various 

elements that makes a novel tangible or conversely. If we read a novel, these 

elements are what we encounter. The elements in question are events, stories, plots, 

characterizations, themes, settings, storytelling points of view, language or 

language style, and so on. Extrinsic elements are elements that are outside the 

literary work. If the intrinsic element directly builds the story in a novel, the 

extrinsic element contributes to build the story in a novel indirectly 

 

Knowledge of these two elements is very important to know because it is easy for 
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the readers to understand the plot in a story, as the author of this Harry Potter story 

said, namely Rowling quoted by the Harry Potter journal team, the main theme in 

the Harry Potter series is death: "My book mostly about death. It opens with the 

death of Harry's parents. Voldemort's obsession with conquering death and finding 

immortality at any cost is the goal of every person with magical abilities. I 

understand why Voldemort wants to defeat death. We are all afraid of this. 

 

That Knowledge of this plot is very useful for the reader because it will become a 

motivation for the reader, as In the Slate article dated November 8, 2002, Chris 

Suellentrop said that Potter was "the poor boy who did well in school because of 

the talents of his friends and relatives". He notes that in Rowling's fiction, magical 

abilities are "something you are born with, not something that can be attained", 

Suellentrop also states that Dumbledore's adage: "It is our choices, that show what 

kind of person we are, more than our abilities", namely hypocritical. On August 12, 

2007, the New York Times reviewed the Deathly Hallows, Christopher Hitchens 

praised Rowling for her "English school story" without creating a "world of diverse 

democracy" 

 

From the plot that we already know that there are many benefits in understanding a 

story plot such as in the novel Harry Potter and The Philosopher's Stone – JK 

Rowling (1997), there is a motivation, mystery, and excitement of the story 

presented as we know there are several motivations.  

in the novel one of the most famous motivations is "about don't forget to be happy" 

 

You certainly know the character of Professor Dumbledore in the Harry Potter saga. 

The head of the Hogwarts school of magic is indeed described as a smart, wise, and 

respected figure. Almost all of the inspirational quotes in the Harry Potter story are 

quotes from this male character with the full name of Albus Percival Wulfric Brian 

Dumbledore. 

 

One of the quotes is Happiness can be found even in the darkest of times, if one 

only remembers to turn on the light. Dumbledore delivered those words in his 

address to all the students in Harry Potter's fourth year joining Hogwarts School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry. The meaning of Dumbledore's sentence if we apply it in 

life is so that we never forget to be happy, even in the most difficult conditions 

 

Another motivation contained in this novel, namely "Don't hesitate to defend the 

weak" 

 

there is a story where some students practice broomsticks, but the exercise doesn't        

go smoothly because Harry's best friend, Naville, has a damaged broom. long story 

short the teacher took naville to the hospital, then malfoy took naville's broom and 

wanted to throw it away, however, suddenly tiva harry immediately took it and did 

not want malfoy to oppress naville 

 

in this lesson we learned that life must help, and don't hesitate to defend the weak, 
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so for that incident we were finally chosen to be the seeker for the Gryffindor House 

Quidditch team, which in general, first year students can't get into the team. 

 

Therefore, it is important for us to understand a plot so that we can know the 

message, morals and motivations contained in this novel 

 

Plot Novel Harry Potter and The Philosopher’s Stone – J.K Rowling (1997) 

 

Harry Potter is a child who was adopted by his father's family, namely his uncle 

named Dursley in Surrey. Until he grew up he was cared for by his uncle, and when 

he was eleventh birthday, Harry met and was told by a strange and mysterious 

person he was Rubeus Hagrid, that he had the blood of a wizard, he was a 

phenomenal wizard in the wizarding world. because he could survive the onslaught 

of lord Voldemort's attack, a very evil demon king, in fact Voldemort was a 

magician who killed Harry's biological parents, and harry survived the attack of 

lord Voldemort and only left a lightning scar on Herry's forehead and killed 

valdemort, 

 

Then long story short Hagrid invited Harry to attend Hogwarts, a magic school, 

after buying some school supplies Harry set off via platform 9 in a secret place in 

Cross Station King. 

 

In the train Harry met Ronald Wasley and Hermione Granger, he was a child of the 

original wizard, and upon arrival at school Harry and all the early grade students at 

Hogwarts School, were divided into four boarding groups, namely Gryffindor, 

Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw and Slytherin. But at school, they are already familiar with 

a group called Slytherin, this group is a black magic group, because Harry already 

knows about this group of evil wizards, Harry managed to convince a magical 

selection hat to be placed in the Gryffindor group along with Ron and Hermione. 

 

Then long story short Herry started to join the Gryffindor team and began to learn 

magic at this school and also found some info about his parents, then Together with 

the Gryffindor team he took part in his first competition, Quidditch (a race using a 

broomstick) and became a Seeker. He also finally finds out that his parents are 

Seekers. 

 

One day, Harry's friends even found a strange animal, namely a giant three-headed 

dog in the forbidden corridor on the third floor of the school, while Harry was lucky 

to escape from the giant in a quidditch match. They assumed that someone was 

trying to get past the dog. Harry finds the Mirror of Eternity which can show the 

desires of a person's heart. Headmaster Albus Dumbledore removed the mirror and 

advised Harry not to look for it again. Using information from Hagrid accidentally 

uttering it, Hermione discovers that the dog is guarding the Philosopher's Stone, a 

stone that can be used to grant eternal life to its owner. Harry deduces that his 

potions teacher, Severus Snape, is trying to get hold of the stone. Harry was caught 

when he came out of the dormitory at night and he was taken into custody. While 
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helping Hagrid in a dark forest, he sees a hooded figure drinking unicorn blood for 

healing. Harry deduces that the hooded figure is Voldemort and he also deduces 

that Snape is trying to obtain the enchanted stone to restore Voldemort to full power. 

 

After hearing Hagrid's words that the giant animal will fall asleep if music is played 

and who is free to talk about it then Harry's friend concludes that Snape is a person 

at the bar, after knowing that person Snape left for some business and Harry's 

friends also aim to steal the rock at night before snape found it first 

 

But when they were about to take the stone they encountered many obstacles such 

as: a poisonous and deadly plant, a chess match with a chess he was the size of a 

human, these three people used their skills to overcome various obstacles, namely 

Hermione used her knowledge of spells to get past the plant, Harry used skills as a 

Seeker to get the flying key, and Ron uses his chess skills to win a chess match. 

However, Ron was almost killed in the match and Hermione and Ron stayed at the 

match venue while Harry made his way to the next room but they finally managed 

to overcome some of those obstacles, 

 

Then they arrived in the last room, Harry discovered the fact that Snape was not the 

one who wanted the stone but his teacher, Professor Quirell, Quirrell revealed that 

he freed the troll and tried to kill Harry in a Quidditch match, he also revealed that 

Snape had been protecting Harry all this time. and friends and tried to stop it, then 

herry found the stone in his pocket after looking at it near the tarsah mirror, when 

quirell wanted to catch harry in order to get an answer from harry about what object 

he saw in the mirror, then quirell opened his secret by opening his turban and it 

turns out that there is lord Voldemort living in the back of his head, seeing that 

harry tries to escape but the professor shoots fire with just a snap of a finger, harry 

is trapped then Voldemort tries to convince harry to give the stone and promises 

that his parents are about to come back to life, but herry refuses, then quirell is really 

angry and wants to kill harry which causes the stairs to become dust, a fierce fight 

occurs quirell tries to take the stone but harry holds and grips his face, so quirell 

turns to dust and dies, but Voldemort's spirit passed through Harry and knocked 

Harry unconscious 

 

The next day Harry woke up in his school hospital with Professor Dumbledore by 

his side. Dumbledore explains that the stone has been destroyed, and also informs 

that Hermione and Ron are fine. Quirrell burns when he touches Harry, when 

Harry's mother died saving him, her death gave Harry a power, namely the power 

of love to protect Harry from Voldemort. At the year-end party, Dumbledore 

awarded last-minute boarding points to Harry, Ron, Hermione, and Neville for their 

bravery and intelligence, earning Gryffindor the House Cup. Before Harry and the 

rest of the students left Hogwarts for summer vacation, Harry realized when it was 

time to go home, that Hogwarts was his real home. 

 

 

Learning 
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Before we dive into understanding the relevant science behind the learning process, 

let’s ground ourselves in a definition of learning that is drawn from research. 

Learning is a process that: 1. Is active - process of engaging and manipulating 

objects, experiences, and conversations in order to build mental models of the world 

(Dewey, 1938; Piaget, 1964; Vygotsky, 1986). Learners build knowledge as they 

explore the world around them, observe and interact with phenomena, converse and 

engage with others, and make connections between new ideas and prior 

understandings. 2. Builds on prior knowledge - and involves enriching, building on, 

and changing existing understanding, where “one’s knowledge base is a scaffold 

that supports the construction of all future learning” (Alexander, 1996, p. 89). 3. 

occurs in a complex social environment - and thus should not be limited being 

examined or perceived as something that happens on an individual level. Instead, it 

is necessary to think of learning as a social activity involving people, the things they 

use, the words they speak, the cultural context they’re in, and the actions they take 

(Bransford, et al., 2006; Rogoff, 1998), and that knowledge is built by members in 

the activity (Scardamalia & Bereiter, 2006). 4. Is situated in an authentic context - 

provides learners with the opportunity to engage with specific ideas and concepts 

on a need-to-know or want-to-know basis (Greeno, 2006; Kolodner, 2006). 5. 

requires learners’ motivation and cognitive engagement to be sustained when 

learning complex ideas considerable mental effort and persistence are necessary. 

 

The conditions to learning are clear to input, but the process is incomplete without 

making sense of what outputs constitute learning has taken place. At the core, 

learning is a process that results in a change in knowledge or behavior as a result of 

experience. Understanding what it takes to get that knowledge in and out (or 

promote behavioral change of a specific kind) can help optimizing. 

 

Method 

 

Design and Instrument 

 

In this research, the Researcher uses the descriptive qualitative design in 

understanding a study case of novel plot that is used in this research. The researcher 

uses an instrument research of the novel to read all of harry potter and the 

philosopher’s stone – J.K Rowling ( 1997 ). The research is done to understand a 

plot story. In the research, Researcher describe and explain a plot story from a 

novel. On this way, it can be possible for the researcher explaining the containing 

of the novel to get a good acknowledgement in understanding and perspective 

widely at the chosen novel. 

 

Van maanen 1989; We try to persuade others by presenting a coherent point of view 

told with grace, wit, and felicity. The structure of this article is not different between 

one another. After we finish to read an article, we can comment, “wow, is this article 

comfortable to read ?” or “ wow, this article inside is good but rather bored “. What 

make it differ?” one of my reason is  the plot of the story that is presented. 
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Data Analysis 

 

Basically, the research is having a purpose  to analyze some words, report the exact 

view from the source of information and to do the research in natural setting. This 

study analyzing a genre mysterious novel and developing at a case of understanding 

strategy that the writer applied. Hence, the research just only uses qualitative 

descriptive method where the data is coming from a novel. The research happens in 

a house of the Writer on Perjuangan street Rt.04 Rw. 04 Jatisari, Jatiasih Bekasi 

city. Beside that the research is done  at the online bookstore in 2021/2022. 

 

RESULT AND DISUSSION 

 

The study presents the data that has been collected in the study. The presentation 

includes storyline data in a novel. To find out the implementation of the storyline 

in a novel, the researcher makes observations, understands each storyline contained 

in the story. To get more valid data, the researcher understands each storyline in 

each chapter. 

 

This section presents a discussion of research results that provide evidence to 

answer the formulation of the problem about how the plot in a story is and what are 

the core problems in a storyline.  Looking for a problem in the storyline that we can 

more easily get a good storyline 

 

As for the benefits in understanding a plot in a novel: 1. For readers, this can be 

useful to take a motivation in by novel story and this research will provide a broader 

understanding for readers to be more motivated in reading, in order to find 

motivational motivations. 2. For, it is also very useful to tell an interesting story to 

other people 

 

Regarding understanding in understanding a story line, there are 3 conditions found 

in the Harry Potter and The Philosopher's Stone Novel - J.K Rowling (1997); 1. 

Exposition Plot, little by little in the readers first chapter a secret began to be 

revealed, namely harry knew he was a wizard 2. climax plot, the story began to 

enter the climax plot when harry started to go to wizard school, because of that 

school was an exam that had to be harry and friends the theme goes through, plus 

he has to deal with his professor who turns out to be the professor who has been 

hiding the evil wizard, lord vladmort 3. Falling Action Plot, the story begins to enter 

the anti-climax plot after harry defeats the professor and secures a magic stone 

 

This is in accordance with the results of observations, that there are several types 

of plots in a novel story 

 

Based on the results of understanding and observations in this novel, there is an 

effective method in researching a plot, with this effort the author hopes that 

everyone understands all types of plots, by knowing these types of plots we will 
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know what genres are presented in a story. 

 

After observing, understanding and giving each plot a run in the story, the 

researcher found common problems in determining the type of plot. In general, in 

determining the type of main obstacle is reading comprehension, this is because 

many people get tired easily in reading so that their comprehension ability is less. 

 

if you answer this question, it is necessary to have motivation from other people 

who certain that there are interesting things in a story as an example of convincing 

motivation that can be taken, basically reading is  an easy thing to do, but you must 

be aware of doing it 

 

As a result, the public must provide additional assistance and facilities for readers 

such as books that are widely available in libraries and schools so that everyone can 

still read, and thus one's grasping power in understanding the plot of a story 

becomes easier. 

 

As a result, it can be stated that plot analysis in a story has benefits as an alternative 

to increase comprehension in understanding a novel 

 

To see what types of slots are contained in this novel, we can look at table 1.1, 

which shows the findings of the author who calculated based on the data collected. 

 

Table 1.1. Result Plot Category 

Interval Percent Plot category 

35% Exposition Plot 

20% Rising Action Plot 

20% Climax Plot 

10% Falling Action Plot 

15% Resolusi Plot 

 

The results reveal that most of the plot is exposition plot, which is that it explains 

the early part of the story, in this section we begin to be introduced to the main 

character and the setting in this story itself. 

 

After observing, understanding, and determining the plot, it can be concluded that 

this novel is very interesting to use as a medium of entertainment and motivation 

for us, and with this novel we can all take insight in this novel. 

 

The problem experienced by the author in understanding the plot using the media 

of this novel is that the plot is very difficult to predict 

 

In learning the use of this novel, the author is often hampered by some Latin words. 

However, the author can interpret using google translate to deepen understanding 

in listening and explaining in this journal, and can measure the plot of what is 
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contained in this novel. 

 

Therefore, the author must use google translate for Latin words such as spells that 

are often spoken by magicians, so that the author can understand all the words 

contained in this novel. 

 

Finally, the author can understand all the fragments of words throughout the novel 

and give explanations to this journal 

to help the author explain all the plots contained in a plot and improve 

communicative skills in explanations, especially the author's understanding ability. 

 

The results also show that the plot analysis in this novel is very suitable for what is 

contained in the novel so it is hoped that it can bring attraction to others to be 

obsessed with reading this novel. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

in understanding the plot in a novel / story is a positive or good thing as a medium 

for developing a novel, this can improve understanding in reading a novel for 

example the one I discuss in this journal is the novel Harry Potter and The 

Philosopher's Stone – JK Rowling (1997) . Because it will understand all the plots 

contained in this novel 

 

This novel plot analysis can be a learning tool in understanding a story that is useful 

for increasing motivation for others to be interested in reading novels, and being 

able to increase one's grasping power in determining the main things in a novel 

story and being able to motivate oneself 
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